
2020-21 Draft Calendar - The draft calendar is being circulated, awaiting feedback from administrators and school councils. The calendar 

will be reviewed at the February 12, 2020 board meeting. 
 
Alberta Rural Ed Symposium - The early bird registration deadline is January 24th.  Trustees will email the Chair with their intentions to 

attend. 
 

2020-21 Budget Development:  New funding framework is expected in March or April but preparatory steps are being taken to plan a range 

of scenarios.  Restraint shall be shown with regards to expenses, such as filling vacancies, large capital expenditures (ie: buses), division PD 
and meeting costs at all levels.  Consideration shall be given to school and transportation fees for the next school year.   Time will be set 
aside at the January and February information meetings for further budget planning. Superintendent Brodziak has begun a review of all 
levels of SPERD.  
 

Policy Committee Update- The committee has been updating policies to align with the new Education Act.  Policies 3, 4, 6 and 22 were 

reviewed and approved.  Changes to policies 10 and 11 were tabled to allow the Policy Committee time to review.  
 

                              INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 

 School Council and Committee meetings 

 ASBA Zone 2/3 Meeting Dec 6 - topics included funding model, transportation (MELT, speed 
restriction and cameras on buses). 

AP Amendments (AP 521): Trustees reviewed the recent changes to AP 521- Advertising, Canvassing and 

Commercial Solicitation.  It is now at the school council level to inform further and will be back on the agenda 
for the February Board Meeting.  
CDA Shade Structure Grant: Trustees reviewed a grant opportunity from the Canadian Dermatology 

Association for up to $18 000 to build a shade structure. Information will be shared with schools. 
Occupational Health & Safety Committees - The Province removed the requirement for OH&S committees at 

individual school sites, allowing for one central committee with representation from all sites.    
Protection of Students with Life-Threatening Allergies Act - This Act came into effect in Alberta on Jan 1, 

2020.  AP 321 has been updated to include the requirement for all school sites to have a minimum of 1 EpiPen 
in in stock for emergency situations.  All schools have purchased the EpiPens locally for their site. 
ASBA Advocacy Initiatives:  Executive Director Vivian Abboud has invited Boards to share 1-3 initiatives to 

highlight across the province. There will be a meeting for Board Chairs on January 24, 2020.    

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 In December the province requested enrolment projections for the 2020/21 school year.  Our early projected enrolment numbers 
indicate status quo at this point, but it is difficult to make budget projections without a funding model from the Province.  

 Alberta School Board Insurance Exchange (ASBIE) is hosting a subscriber meeting on February 3, 2020.   A major topic of 
discussion will be about the future of the reciprocal and sourcing adequate insurance for less cost. 

 

          SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 An update on the Alertus app was provided. As of this week, approximately 80% of our 925 bussed families (includes Town of St. 
Paul and buses operated by or contracted by St. Paul Education) have signed up. 

 Class V Driver Training is being offered at 5 schools. The cost is reduced from $850 to $350/family and a student can earn 3 credits. 
There are currently 60 students registered across the Division.    

 The Communications Committee is celebrating staff on social media.  Schools are encouraged to pass on pictures of student 
learning, staff success stories, events, etc...  

 Inclement weather:  Even if buses are cancelled, schools remain open and meaningful learning will occur.  Parents make the final 
decision about sending their children to school.  Buses do not run if the temperature and/or wind chill is -40 or colder. The 
infographic “Is my child’s bus running?” was shared on social media.  

 Trustees requested Administration to review the feasibility of running buses in the afternoon on days that buses are not running in 
the morning. In consultation with bus drivers and administrators, the decision to run afternoon buses will be communicated at the 
time of the morning busing decision. Information will be sent to families once a final draft is completed. 

 Diploma exams: Superintendent Brodziak reviewed highlights from the Alberta Education Diploma Examination General Information 
Bulletin with Trustees. As per the Bulletin, diploma exams go on as scheduled regardless of weather conditions unless a  decision to 
cancel diploma exams is made at the Provincial Government level.  Local school authorities are not permitted to cancel these 
exams independently. Parents are asked to make every reasonable effort to get their child to school while balancing safety 
concerns.  Exemptions may be applied for by the Principal and are only granted by Alberta Education in extenuating circumstances 
such as inclement weather, acute illness, court subpoena, surgery, etc... Deferment is another option that allows students to write 
the exam at a later scheduled date.  

 Together We’re Better is organizing the “Your Choices Matter” event which is a program for Grade 9 students in St. Paul. Students 
will be taught about the dangers of drinking and driving, alcohol and drug abuse and distracted driving. In Two Hills, Myrnam and 
Elk Point local agencies host similar events. 

 A Coding Club was hosted at Glen Avon School in partnership with MCSnet.  Fourteen students participated. There is division-
owned equipment that can be used at other schools. 

 

CAPITAL PROJECTS 
 

*CTEC repairs are almost 
complete. Prior to using the 
facility, final inspections will 
be completed.  
*At Ashmont, discussions 
are underway to undertake 
some of the parking lot 
construction under the 
direction of the Division. 
*Letters have been drafted 
to AB Infrastructure to 
address concerns regarding 
work yet to be completed at 
the Ashmont and THMS. 
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